LETTER  FROM   COURT

7.    Though  the  instructions  from  the  French   Court   to  their  com-
manders in India are not so explicit as those we sent, yet as oiu orders
were communicated to the ministers of France and forwarded with their
concurrence we consider this article in the definitive  treaty as adopting
those orders.    You will therefore strictly attend to our former instructions
of the 6th of March last, and consider these as conveying the intention of
both the contracting parties.

8.    We must call your attention to what we  have  already wiitten,
in consequence of the stipulation in the igth article of the preliminaries,
that  the French shall have liberty  to  surround   Chandernagore  with   a
ditch for draining the waters.    This matter has been now explained in a
declaration signed by the Duke of Manchester and a counter declaration
signed by the Compte de Vergennes, a copy of which is enclosed.    Wo
therefore hope that no future disputes will arise upon this subject between
the two nations.

9.    A provision is made by the sist article of the treaty, for reimburs-
ing the sums which shall have been  advanced  for  the  subsistence   and
maintenance of the prisoners of either nation.    To  enable us  therefore
to make our demands on the Court of France for the  maintenance of
prisoners during the late war, in as clear and unquestionable a manner
as possible, we direct that you transmit to us,  by an early conveyance,
the  necessary receipts  and  attested  accounts  and  other   authentic   titles
relative to this head.    And we wish it may be done in so complete and
satisfactory a manner as that there may be no occasion for u.s to apply
to you for explanations or elucidations.    The revival of a demand which
has been erroneously stated serves only to weaken the justice of it, and
is too apt to be considered as making a dormant claim.    The difficulty oi
procuring an adjustment of such accounts is in general insurmountable.
For these reasons we enjoin you to be extremely careful in procuring the
accounts and vouchers we have here ordered to be transmitted to us.

10.    You will observe by the soth article that the mutual restorations
of places taken and cessions to be made are to take place in six months
after the ratification of the definitive treaty, or sooner if it can be done,
which ratification was mutually exchanged at Versailles on the igth instant.

11.    You are now to consider the peace with France as complete and
final and moist proceed to carry the same into execution according to the
terms thereof, and agreeably to the orders and instructions contained in
this and our beforementioned letter of the 6th March last.

is. We have the further satisfaction to acquaint you that the preli-
minary articles between His Majesty and the States General were signed at
Paris on the 2nd instant, of which we enclose you a copy so far as they
relate to the East Indies.

By  the  4th  article  you will  observe   that  Negapatam   and   its
dependencies are to be ceded to the English.